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FM USMISSION USUN NEWYORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5173 
INFO AMEMBASSY MADRID 
USINT ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 

UNCLAS USUN 2916 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFORUNSS 

SUBJ: SPANISH SAHARA IN UN 

1. DURING PRESS BRIEFING AUG 22 SYG SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED 
THAT MAURITANIA HAS SENT LETTER TO SYG IN REACTION TO 
SPANISH OFFER OF REFERENDUM TO SPANISH SAHARA (A/9714 
POUCHED TO ALL ADDRESSEES). LETTER INDICATED MAURITANIA 
HAS ALWAYS CONSIDERED AND ALWAYS WILL CONSIDER SAHARA 
UNDER SPANISH ADMINISTRATION AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF 
MAURITANIAN NATIONAL TERRITORY. IN SUPPORT OF CONCILIATION 
AND AS VOLUNTARY MEASURE MAURITANIA IS PREPARED ENTER INTO 
INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION UNDER UN AUSPICES. MAURITANIA 
HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING COORDINATE POSITIONS MAURITANIA, 
ALGERIA, AND MOROCCO ON QUESTION AND MAURITANIA CALLS FOR 
SPEEDIEST LIBERATION OF SAHARA UNDER SPANISH ADMINISTRATION 
AND RAPID LIBERATION FOR PEOPLES UNDER FOREIGN DOMINATION. 

2. USUN WILL POUCH COPIES OF LETTER TO ADDRESSEES AS 
SOON AS IT IS AVAILABLE. 
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